Opening Comments by Ed Salem

Your Excellencies, Reverend Fathers, Distinguished members of Parliament, Presidents of he Maronite League of Lebanon and the leagues of the world, Friends in Christ:

We of ht International Maronite Foundation welcome you to this gathering.  Events some time take on larger than life expectations, beyond the intent and dream of its organizers.  Events in the world and Lebanon have brought with them new winds of home for the Christians of Lebanon and all Lebanese who support a sovereign nation, which governs its own destiny.  We have dedicated this congress to our leader and father Sayednah, Patriarch Sfeir.  It is to his causes we pledge our support and work.  He has pleaded with the Maronites of the world to unite in the common cause of Christians in Lebanon who are being marginalized politically and economically. Our youth, the future of our church and Lebanon are fleeing, depleting the most important resource Lebanon has.  We cannot allow this to happen any longer.  We must impress on the government inside Lebanon and outside Lebanon to understand that a nation of freedom and democracy and the elements that keeps it a democracy, its people.  We must find the actions that it takes to make it happen and make sure it happens.  We must find economic solutions and marshal the forces of Christianity to assist us in supporting the economic stability of lean and recreate the full sovereignty of Lebanon. 

The sovereignty of Lebanon is in question today as long as there is daily interference in every aspect of the daily lives of the people and the government and its institutions. Strategic alliances are the prerogative of sovereign nations.  No administration, which claims sovereignty, can allow strategic occupation or strategic interference and retain the claim to the title sovereign. 

Further, no one with a claim to sovereignty can allow an armed force to operate within its borders beyond the active control of the constitutionally constituted authorities.  If Lebanon is to be restored to sovereignty, the administration must exercise its sovereign right to ally, control, and provide security and economic stability for its people.  

Our patriarch has also charged us as Christians, Maronites, to harness the resource of the immigration, to help bring the church together as one, united and universal, to lay aside our individual agendas for the good of our faith and our church.  We must unite as Maronites, as Christians under the banner of his Beatitude to support the Patriarch as one head and leader.  We must always work to increase his role as the head of our church.  

We have not invited organizations to this conference.  We invited people who hafve an interest in their faith and the unity of effort under the leadership of the one respected leader who can gatether us together under his banner.  

Together we must look to th efuture with vision:  Our Foundation’s mission and objectives is to facilitate the development of action through communication, collaboration and cooperation among all.  This will result in  a concerted coordinatied effort to act on the issues, to impact their outcome and bring about the desired results.  

Ladies and Gentlemen, we can no longer wati to begin.  The time is now!!! If we do not begin, the opportunity for success will escape us.  We must forge our alliances among our people and forge alliances with those who share our concerns.  We build bridges in the nations in which we live, among our churches, the organizations, the politicians and the people.  

We must move today, or tomorrow we will fail.  We must never be destructive, but be constructive, attacking no one, but working to achieve the desired state, for only together can we achieve our goals.  

To each of you; welcome!  To those who have worked long and hard for the causes of the Church and Lebanon and welcome; To  those who have just begun, I say that the road is long, the successes few, but the reward in Christ are great.  God bless you my brothers and sisters.

